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REMARKS 

No claims have been amended. Claims 1-31 are pending in this application. 

Claims 1-31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dian 
et al. (U.S. 5,346,072) in view of Kara (U.S. 5,801,364). Reconsideration is respectfully 
requested. 

The present invention is directed to a mail piece verification system for processing a 
mail piece that includes an incoming mail processing center for receiving a mail piece and 
obtaining data from the mail piece. The mail piece data is uploaded to a data center that 
performs a verification check on the mail piece data and downloads instructions, based upon 
the verification check, to an outgoing mail processing center located downstream from the 
incoming mail processing center. The outgoing mail processing center then uses the 
instructions, received from the data center, to process the mail piece. 

In view of the above, claim 1 is directed to a mail piece verification system for 
processing mail pieces that comprises "an incoming mail processing center for receiving the 
mail piece and obtaining the mail piece data, the incoming mail processing center including a 
plurality of mail processing machines that perform automated processing of mail pieces; an 
outgoing mail processing center located downstream in the path of travel from the incoming 
mail processing center, the outgoing mail processing center including a plurality of mail 
processing machines that perform automated processing of mail pieces; and a data center in 
operative communication with the incoming mail processing center and the outgoing mail 
processing center" wherein "the incoming mail processing center uploads the mail piece data 
to the data center; the data center performs a verification check on the mail piece data and 
downloads instructions based upon the verification check to the outgoing mail processing 
center; and the outgoing mail processing center uses the instructions to control operation of at 
least one of the mail processing machines located at the outgoing mail processing center to 
process the mail piece." 

Dian et al., in contrast, is directed to a sorting installation for articles having different 
destinations that makes it possible to ensure that the level of use of conveyors associated with 
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the pigeonholes for the less used destinations will be substantially increased. A sorting 
installation includes identical sorting machines interconnected in a closed loop by a common 
conveyor. Each sorting machine includes storage regions that correspond to major 
destinations and storage regions that correspond to destinations of reduced usage. If the 
destination of an article pertains to one of the destinations of reduced usage associated with a 
respective sorting machine, the article is transferred to one of the pigeonholes of the 
respective sorting machine. If the article being sorted belongs to one of the groups of 
destinations of reduced usage associated with one of the other sorting machines, the article is 
directed by a conveyor to an intermediate storage region, each of which is connected to the 
common conveyor. This allows the transfer, via the common conveyor, of articles located in 
the intermediate storage regions to the other sorting machines. (See Col. 3, line 36 to Col. 4, 
line 11). 

Note first that Dian et al. is in no way directed to the verification of mail pieces, i.e., 
determining if an indicium on a mail piece that evidences payment of postage for the mail 
piece is valid. Dian et al. is instead directed to a sorting system for sorting articles having 
different destinations. There is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Dian et al. of a mail 
piece verification system for processing a mail piece in a path of travel that comprises an 
incoming mail processing center for receiving the mail piece and obtaining mail piece data, an 
outgoing mail processing center located downstream in a path of travel from the incoming 
mail processing center, and a data center in operative communication with the incoming mail 
processing center and the outgoing mail processing center, wherein the incoming mail 
processing center uploads the mail piece data to the data center, the data center performs a 
verification check on the mail piece data and downloads instructions based upon the 
verification check to the outgoing mail processing center, and the outgoing mail processing 
center used the instructions to control operation of at least one mail processing machine 
located at the outgoing mail processing center to process the mail piece as in the present 
invention. 

The Office Action contends that Dian et al., at Col. 1, line 32 to Col 2, line 42, 
discloses these features. The passage cited in the Office Action is reproduced, in its entirety, 
below. 
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One object of the present invention is to 
provide a sorting installation for articles having 
different destinations which makes it possible to 
ensure that the level of use of conveyors associated 
with the pigeonholes for the less used destinations 
will be substantially increased. 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
a sorting installation in which all the articles 
corresponding to the same little-used destination 
are all located in the same, unique pigeonhole at 
the end of the sorting operation. 

In order to achieve this aim, the installation 
for sorting articles having different destinations, 
said destinations being divided into N groups of 
little-used destinations, comprises n sorting 
machines, each machine Mi comprising Pi storage 
regions corresponding to Pi of the N groups of 
little-used destinations, in such a manner that: 



i=n 
1=1 



common article transfer means connecting the n 
machines in a closed circuit, each sorting 

machine comprising conveyor means for transferring 
the articles placed on its input having such 
destinations as pertain to the Pi groups associated 
with the machine to the Pi storage regions of the 
machine, n-1 intermediate storage regions, each 
intermediate storage region being associated with 
the group of destinations associated with a 
respective one of the n-1 other machines, conveyor 
means for transferring the articles of the 
destination not pertaining to the Pi groups of 
destinations corresponding to the machine to the 
appropriate intermediate storage region, means for 
transferring the articles stored in each 
intermediate storage region to said common transfer 
means, temporary storage means for storing the 
articles places in said common transfer means whose 
destination pertains to one of the p^ groups 
associated with said machine, and means for 
conveying the articles stored in the temporary 
storage means to said conveyor means corresponding 
to said Pi storage regions of the machine in 
accordance with their destination. 
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In other words, the sorting installation 
according to the invention comprises n sorting 
machines which are interconnected by common conveyor 
means. The handling of the articles corresponding to 
little-used destinations is effected in the 
following manner. These destinations are distributed 
in groups, each machine being assigned to a certain 
number of these groups. When an article pertaining 
to a little-used destination is introduced to a 
sorting machine, either the article corresponds to a 
group of destinations associated with that machine 
to which the article is presented and it is sent 
directly to the corresponding storage region of this 
machine, or it pertains to a group of destinations 
assigned to another machine. 

In the latter case, the article is passed to 
the machine associated with the group of 
destinations to which this article pertains, via the 
common conveyor means which interconnect all the 
sorting machines. 

It will thus be understood that, for the 
overall installation, i.e. the set of n sorting 
machines, there is overall a single pigeonhole or 
storage region corresponding to each group of 
little-used destinations. Thus the conveyor 
associated with this pigeonhole is used to its 
maximum level, taking into account the articles to 
be sorted by the installation, since all the 
articles having this group of destinations will 
follow this conveyor. Furthermore all the articles 
corresponding to the same little-used destination 
end up in the same pigeonhole and there is no 
question of proceeding to a re-grouping operation, 
as in the known installations. 

According to a preferred embodiment, each of 
the n sorting machines further comprises main 
storage regions corresponding to major destinations 
and each machine comprises means for conveying 
articles corresponding to these main destinations to 
the associated main storage regions. 



It is unclear to Applicants where each of the features as recited in the claims of the 
present invention can be found in the above passage from Dian et al., and respectfully request 
the Examiner to provide support for this contention. The system of Dian et al. is not related in 
any manner to the verification of mail pieces. Even if, for arguments sake, the sorting 
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installation of Dian et al. was considered to be analogous to an incoming mail processing 
center, the system of Dian et al. still does not include any type of outgoing mail processing 
center located downstream in the path of travel from the incoming mail processing center or a 
data center in communication therewith. Furthermore, there is no disclosure, teaching or 
suggestion anywhere in Dian et al. of an incoming mail processing center uploading mail 
piece data to a data center, the data center performing a verification check on the mail piece 
data and downloading instructions based upon the verification check to the outgoing mail 
processing center. There is also no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Dian et al. of the 
outgoing mail processing center using the instructions from the data center to control 
operation of a mail processing machine to process the mail piece. 

As noted in the Office Action, Dian et al. does not disclose, teach or suggest a data 
center performing a verification check on mail piece data and downloading instructions based 
upon the verification to an outgoing mail processing center. To overcome this deficiency, the 
Office Action relies on the reference to Kara et al. 

Kara et al is directed to a method and system for printing a desired postage indicia, 
including a desired postage amount and encrypted information, onto a piece of mail that does 
not require the use of a traditional postage meter. 

Note first that there is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Kara et al. of how the 
verification process of mail pieces, i.e., determining if an indicium on a mail piece that 
evidences payment of postage for the mail piece is valid, is performed. Kara is directed to 
methods and systems for generating the indicia for mail that "when inserted into the normal 
mail system can be verified as having legally issued postage through real-time access to a 
central registered database." (Abstract). Thus, while Kara is concerned with generating the 
indicia that will be verified by a verification system, there is no disclosure, teaching or 
suggestion in Kara et al. of a mail piece verification system for processing a mail piece in a 
path of travel that comprises an incoming mail processing center for receiving the mail piece 
and obtaining mail piece data, an outgoing mail processing center located downstream in a 
path of travel from the incoming mail processing center, and a data center in operative 
communication with the incoming mail processing center and the outgoing mail processing 
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center, wherein the incoming mail processing center uploads the mail piece data to the data 
center, the data center performs a verification check on the mail piece data and downloads 
instructions based upon the verification check to the outgoing mail processing center, and the 
outgoing mail processing center used the instructions to control operation of at least one mail 
processing machine located at the outgoing mail processing center to process the mail piece as 
in the present invention. 

The Office Action contends that Kara et al., at Col. 3, lines 22-44, discloses the 
features of a data center performing a verification check on the mail piece data and 
downloading instructions based upon the verification check to the outgoing mail processing 
center. The passage cited in the Office Action is reproduced, in its entirety, below. 

When the device is used and a transaction is 
about to be debited from the device, the 
information about the transaction, such as the 
debit amount and other transaction information 
that is postage related, such as . the addressee's 
ZIP code, the addresser's ZIP code, the 
recipient's address and name, the mail class, etc. 
These are all uploaded to the device from the PC. 
The processor stores them in memory, then it takes 
all of these packets of information, the security 
information, the owner information and the 
transaction information and encrypts them into a 
packet, using its own key which is on board the 
device (it is not given externally) . Once the 
debit has taken place, the device gives data back 
to the PC in encrypted form. The PC then takes 
that information and packages it into an indicia 
in the form of a portable data file so that the 
encrypted information can then be authenticated by 
the authenticating agency after it has been 
delivered along with a document. If the object is 
not to print the indicia but to authenticate a 
transaction that is being transmitted 
electronically, then the packet is used for 
verification of the electronic data. Typically, 
the verification occurs at a point remote from any 
connection to the PC or to the PC user. 
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As noted above, Kara is concerned with generating the indicia that will be verified by 
a verification system, e.g., a packet that can be used for verification of electronic data. 
However, there is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in Kara et al. of a mail piece 
verification system for processing a mail piece in a path of travel that comprises an incoming 
mail processing center for receiving the mail piece and obtaining mail piece data, an outgoing 
mail processing center located downstream in a path of travel from the incoming mail 
processing center, and a data center in operative communication with the incoming mail 
processing center and the outgoing mail processing center, wherein the incoming mail 
processing center uploads the mail piece data to the data center, the data center performs a 
verification check on the mail piece data and downloads instructions based upon the 
verification check to the outgoing mail processing center, and the outgoing mail processing 
center used the instructions to control operation of at least one mail processing machine 
located at the outgoing mail processing center to process the mail piece as in the present 
invention. It is unclear to Applicants where each of the features as recited in the claims of the 
present invention can be found in the above passage from Kara et al., and respectfully request 
the Examiner to provide support for this contention. 

There is simply no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in either Dian et al. or Kara et 
al., alone or in combination, of a mail piece verification system for processing a mail piece 
that comprises an outgoing mail processing center located downstream in the path of travel 
from the incoming mail processing center, the outgoing mail processing center including a 
plurality of mail processing machines that perform automated processing of mail pieces; and a 
data center in operative communication with the incoming mail processing center and the 
outgoing mail processing center wherein the incoming mail processing center uploads the 
mail piece data to the data center; the data center performs a verification check on the mail 
piece data and downloads instructions based upon the verification check to the outgoing mail 
processing center; and the outgoing mail processing center uses the instructions to control 
operation of at least one of the mail processing machines located at the outgoing mail 
processing center to process the mail piece as is recited in claim 1. 
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For at least the above reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 1 is allowable 
over the prior art of record. Claims 2-14, dependent upon claim 1, are allowable along with 
claim 1 and on their own merits. 

Claim 15 includes limitations substantially similar to those of claim 1. For the same 
reasons claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, Applicants respectfully submit that 
claim 15 is allowable over the prior art of record. Claims 16-26, dependent upon claim 15, 
are allowable along with claim 15 and on their own merits. 

Claim 27 includes limitations substantially similar to those of claim 1. For the same 
reasons claim 1 is allowable over the prior art of record, Applicants respectfully submit that 
claim 27 is allowable over the prior art of record. Claims 28-31, dependent upon claim 27, 
are allowable along with claim 27 and on their own merits. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the claims of this 
case are in a condition for allowance and favorable action thereon is requested. 



PITNEY BOWES INC. 

Intellectual Property and 

Technology Law Department 

35 Waterview Drive 

P.O. Box 3000 

Shelton, CT 06484-8000 



Respectfully submitted. 




Brian A. Lemm 
Reg. No. 43,748 
Attomey for Applicants 
Telephone (203) 924-3836 
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